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breaking the rules.   
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3) Classroom management;
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Pupils’ conduct outside the school gates – teachers’ 
powers 

What the law allows: 

23. Teachers have the power to discipline pupils for misbehaving outside of the school 
premises “to such an extent as is reasonable”7 – see paragraph 21.  

24. Maintained 
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Power to use reasonable force  
38. Members of staff have the power to use reasonable force to prevent pupils 
committing an offence, injuring themselves or others, or damaging property, and to 
maintain good order and discipline in the classroom.   

39. Head teachers and authorised school staff may also use such force as is 
reasonable given the circumstances when conducting a search without consent for 
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Associated resources  
1. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/use-of-reasonable-force-in-schools 

2. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/searching-screening-and-

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/use-of-reasonable-force-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/searching-screening-and-confiscation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/good-behaviour-in-schools-checklist-for-teachers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/good-behaviour-in-schools-checklist-for-teachers
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/31/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/40/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2008/3093/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/2374/pdfs/uksi_20142374_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/21/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2012/9780111519356/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/619/introduction/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/619/introduction/made


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.education.gov.uk/contactus
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications
http://twitter.com/educationgovuk
http://www.facebook.com/educationgovuk

